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ABSTRACT

The Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi (PM-KISAN) Scheme is a significant initiative by the Indian government aimed at 
providing financial support to small and marginal farmers. This scheme offers direct income support of ̀  6,000 per year, distributed 
in three equal installments, to eligible farmers to help them meet their agricultural needs. Understanding the knowledge of tribal 
beneficiaries regarding this scheme is crucial to assessing its impact and effectiveness. This study investigates the awareness and 
understanding of tribal farmers about the PM-KISAN Scheme. It explores various dimensions such as the level of knowledge about 
eligibility criteria, application processes, and benefits provided under the scheme. The research employs surveys and interviews 
with tribal farmers to gather data on their awareness and the challenges they face in accessing and utilizing the benefits. The 
findings reveal disparities in knowledge levels among tribal beneficiaries due to factors like geographic isolation, limited access 
to information, and socio-economic barriers. The study underscores the need for targeted awareness programs and improved 
outreach strategies to enhance the scheme’s effectiveness and ensure that all eligible beneficiaries can fully benefit from the financial 
support provided.

Highlights

mm Knowledge Gap: Only 26.67% of tribal beneficiaries had high knowledge about the PM-KISAN Scheme, indicating a lack 
of awareness.

mm Financial Support: The scheme provides ` 6,000 annually in three equal installments to small and marginal farmers.
mm Limited Awareness: Geographic isolation, socio-economic barriers, and poor information dissemination hinder knowledge 
access.

mm Data Collection: Study conducted with 120 tribal beneficiaries in Tamil Nadu using structured surveys and interviews.
mm Need for Outreach: Suggests localized educational materials and strong outreach programs to bridge knowledge gaps.
mm Policy Recommendations: Engaging local leaders, improving communication strategies, and creating feedback mechanisms 
can enhance scheme benefits.
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The Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi (PM-
KISAN) Scheme, initiated in December 2019, provides 
direct financial support of ` 6,000 per year to small and 
marginal farmers across India. This assistance, disbursed 
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in three equal installments, aims to alleviate economic 
burdens and support agricultural activities. The scheme 
represents a critical effort by the Government of India 
to enhance the livelihood of farmers, especially those 
in economically vulnerable situations (https://pmkisan.
gov.in/).

Tribal communities, often residing in remote areas, 
are an integral part of India’s agricultural landscape. 
However, they frequently encounter unique challenges 
such as limited access to information, infrastructural 
deficits, and socio-economic obstacles. These challenges 
can impact their awareness and understanding of 
government schemes like PM-KISAN. This study 
focuses on assessing the level of knowledge among tribal 
beneficiaries regarding the PM-KISAN Scheme. It seeks 
to understand their awareness of eligibility criteria, 
application processes, and the benefits provided. By 
examining the gaps in information dissemination 
and the practical difficulties faced by tribal farmers, 
the study aims to offer insights into the scheme’s 
effectiveness and reach. The findings are intended to 
inform improvements in outreach and implementation 
strategies, ensuring that the scheme adequately supports 
all eligible beneficiaries (https://tribal.nic.in/).

MATERIALS AND METHODS

This study on the knowledge level of tribal beneficiaries 
towards Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi (PM-
KISAN) scheme utilizes a descriptive research design 
with an ex post facto approach, focusing on tribal 
beneficiaries in Tamil Nadu. This study employs a 
combination of primary and secondary data collection 
methods. Primary data are gathered through 
structured surveys and interviews with 120 PM-
KISAN beneficiaries. Secondary data are sourced from 
government reports and existing literature.

Variables such as age, sex, educational status, family 
type, and farm size are operationalized and measured 
using established scoring procedures. Data analysis 
involves percentage analysis, cumulative frequency, 
standard deviation, mean scores, zero-order correlation 
coefficients, and multiple linear regression to assess 
relationships between variables and identify constraints. 
The methodology aims to provide insights into the 

specific barriers tribal farmers face in accessing PM-
KISAN benefits and to suggest improvements for more 
effective implementation.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Knowledge level of Tribal beneficiaries about PM-
KISAN scheme of Tamil Nadu. The following were the 
constraints encountered and reported to the researcher 
by the PM-KISAN beneficiaries during the survey. The 
results are displayed in (Table 1).

Table 1: Distribution of the overall knowledge level of the 
tribal beneficiaries about PM-KISAN scheme (n=120)

Sl. 
No.

Category Number of 
beneficiaries

Per cent

1 Low (up to 38) 36 30.00
2 Medium (39-43) 52 43.33
3 High (above 44) 32 26.67
Total 120 100.00

Multiple Responses

The examination of the overall knowledge level indicates 
that 30% of tribal beneficiaries have low knowledge 
about the program, suggesting significant gaps in 
awareness. 

Fig. 1: Distribution of beneficiaries by category

A larger group, 43.33%, has medium knowledge, 
showing some understanding but also room for 
improvement. Only 26.67% possess high knowledge, 
highlighting that a substantial portion of beneficiaries 
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still lack comprehensive information. These findings 
reveal the need for enhanced outreach and education 
efforts specifically targeted at tribal communities. 
Addressing barriers such as remote locations and 
cultural differences is crucial. By focusing on these 
areas, the program can improve overall awareness and 
ensure that all tribal beneficiaries fully benefit from the 
support offered (Ingh & Kumar, 2021).

CONCLUSION

The study concludes that the knowledge level of tribal 
beneficiaries regarding the PM-KISAN Scheme in 
Tamil Nadu is varied, with 43.33% having medium 
knowledge, 30% with low knowledge, and only 
26.67% exhibiting high knowledge. Significant gaps in 
awareness exist due to factors like remote locations, 
cultural barriers, and limited access to information. 
These findings highlight the urgent need for targeted 
outreach programs, localized educational materials, 
and enhanced dissemination strategies to address these 
gaps. Engaging local leaders and establishing effective 
feedback mechanisms can further improve beneficiaries’ 
understanding of the scheme. Ultimately, such efforts 
can ensure greater inclusion and maximize the scheme’s 
impact on tribal livelihoods.
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